
                              

At  the  end  of  the  field,  again  in  a
corner,  ignore  the  green  gates  to  the
left and in front, and turn right down
the field edge. Go 
through a handgate 
at the bottom of 
the field and cross
a fine example of
a single 
span stone 
bridge over 
trickling 
Newton Beck. 
Immediately turn
left to follow the
beckside for two fields. 
Skerningham Manor can be 
seen on the hill half-left, and the 
bridleway emerges onto the metalled
access road to Little Ketton. Turn right
up the road and after about 100 metres
Salters  Lane  parts  company,  crossing
the  field  on  your  left  to  head  for
Ketton Packhorse Bridge. Carry on up
the road and at the top cross a cattle
grid and turn right by Ketton Hall.

In front of the Hall 
a “Ha-Ha” wall 
encloses animals 
without interrupting 
the fine view across 
the Skerne valley. 
Here was the 
home  of  the 
Ketton Ox and 
“Comet”, pride of 
the world-famous herd 
of shorthorn cattle bred by the Colling
brothers.  Buried  at  Cleasby  in  1815,
Comet's  remains  now  reside  in  the
Darlington  Museum.  The  name
“Ketton”  was  associated  with
fighting, originating from the location
of the Hall. In the days of the Prince
Bishops  the  Prior  of Durham
maintained  a  Grange  here  as  a
stopover for weary church travellers.

Walk up surfaced Ketton Lane towards
East  Ketton,  then  just  as  it  starts  to
                                          descend take
                                                the green
                                                fieldgate
                                                  on your
                                                left hand

                                               side. This
                                              bridleway
                                            was legally

                                           diverted from
                                                the other
                                              side of the
                                                 Hall and
                                          its route may
                                       differ from the
                              OS map. Turn sharp
                             left at once and walk
         back into the corner by the wood.
Turn  right  and  walk  along  the  field
edge with the wood on your left hand
side. At the end Brafferton comes into
view on the  hill  ahead  and  the track
swings left into a corner. Turn right to
descend the same field edge then at the
bottom go slightly right and turn sharp
left  through  a   handgate   between
                                          trees into the
                                        next field. Go

forward, keeping
the hedge and
fence on your

left as it swings
to the right, and

after passing a
large tree, turn

left through
a fieldgate.

Bear right to a cross  fence then look
out  for  a  handgate and  pass  through.
Follow the crossfield grass track which
descends  towards  the  railway
embankment. A handgate gives access
to an enclosed lane which eventually
rises  to  emerge  at  the  bottom  of
Brafferton,  where  a  turn  to the  right
returns you to the village hall.

straight on the view improves as height
is  gradually  gained.  After  a  short
descent,  the lane crosses Valley Beck
and within  another  100 metres  up  a
rise it bends to the left to go to off to
High House. Just before reaching this
bend  take  the  steel  fieldgate  on  the
right to enter a  pasture.  Walk straight
forward to follow the line of an ancient
tall  gappy  hedge  on  your  left  which
extends almost to the end of the field,
where  the  way  continues  through  a
wide  gap  to  head  for  the  lefthand
fieldgate and stile across the entrance
to a lovely enclosed green lane.

No.3: Brafferton & the Ketton Country

Distance:  7½ km  (4½ miles) 
Time:  allow 2¾ hours 
Standard:  some rises,  easy going 
Transport:  bus to Brafferton 
Refreshments: pubs near Brafferton 

INFORMATION 

rafferton is a very pleasant village
5 miles to the north of Darlington,

off  the  A167.  The  walk  is  an  easy
stroll  along  old  tracks  and  lanes,
around the historic tract of land to the
south  and  east  characterised  by
scattered  farmsteads  and  not  invaded
by any public road, known locally as
the  Ketton  Country.  Starting  outside
the  village  hall,  walk  up  the  main
street  to  pass  Manor  Farm  on  your
right. At the top of the village, the road
descends  slightly  left  to  merge  into
unsurfaced High House Lane. Follow
the  lane  as  it  twists  about  between
green  fields,  passing  Lovesome  Hill
Farm seen up to the right, and carrying
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High House Lane and this green lane
appear to have been old bridle roads,
linking  as  they  do  to  the  ancient
Salters Lane and Catkill Lane. 
Today they have pedestrian
rights only, and signs remind 
all types of rider that they
are no longer welcome.

Enter the green lane which 
climbs  between hedges, and 
where it levels 
off a look back 
to the right is 
rewarded with 
a splendid 
panorama across 
the rolling Ketton 
countryside to Aycliffe
and  Heighington,  with  the  Cleveland
Hills coming into view ahead. The lane
becomes a farm track, gently winding
down past plantations to Newton Ketton.

Turn right at the junction 
with broad Salters Lane, 
noting the attractive pond 
with  fine  ornamental 
garden opposite the 
farm.

This, together with 
tree planting, hedge 
laying and many other 
environmental 
improvements, is the
work of the Websters 
who have done much to enhance the
landscape  hereabouts  as  an  integral
part of their farming methods. The
mediaeval village of Newtown
(New Tun) was moved here 
from near Ketton Hall 
in the 12th century, but 
only two farms now 
survive  from  16 
dwellings housing 
some 42 people. 

Further evidence 
of the antiquity of the area lies in one
of  the  biggest  ever  finds  of  flint
arrowheads,  implements,  and  beads
near Catkill Lane.

Follow Salters Lane to the next farm,
where  it  bends  to  the  right  around
the  buildings. Walk  up  a  slight  rise
      passing a new bungalow on your

right. 100 metres further on
take the right-hand facing

fieldgate. At the end
of the  next  grassy

field take another
gate then turn

sharp left.

Immediately  on
your left is an iron

“Ketton  Road
Ends Here” sign

plate  set  into  the  ground,  one  of 
several  probably erected by barrister
John Trotter during the 19th century to
mark the limit of responsibility of the

estate for the upkeep of what
had been an important, busy,
trade  road.  A similar  plate
at Ketton Packhorse Bridge

marks the other end
                                 of this section.

Salters   Lane   now
travels around almost

three sides of this next
large grassy field, so go
into the corner and turn
right.  Walk  along  the
long  side  of  the field,

keeping the hedge on your left all the
way, except at one point

where it goes off left a
   little and you cut the

                                corner.

In places, the mound
where the other hedge

enclosing the Lane
once stood can be
clearly seen. Salters

Lane takes its name
                     from  the  Salters  of 

bygone times who used it to bring salt
inland on ponies from the salt pans at
South  Shields  and  Greatham,  for
preserving meat over the winter months.

"And so  when  the  golden  sunshine
of another  summer  falls  on  Ketton
there will be at least some few of us
who, knowing its pleasant footways,
will  hear  Ketton  calling!  calling!
calling! - and will go."

C.P. Nicholson,  1926   

Leaflet originally designed by the Darlington Group of the Ramblers’ Association, © Oct 95.

Published originally by Darlington Borough Council.   Version 4 revised to December 2019.


