
                              

“Hurworth” means “the wood by the
water”. All Saints Church dates from
the  12th  century,  but  was  rebuilt  in
1831  by  Darlington  architect
J. P. Pritchett.  Buried  in  the
churchyard  is  William  Emerson
(1701 -  1782),  a  rather  eccentric
mathematician  whose  father  was
the  vi l lage
schoolmaster.
Wall  sundials
on  Georgian
houses  in  the
village  are
attributed to him.

Turn  left  past
the church and
the  two  pubs,
the  Emerson
Arms  and  the
Otter and Fish.

Notice the cast-
iron Low Hail
Bridge, built in
1878  to  carry
the  sewage
from  Hurworth
across to works
on  land  owned  by  Lord  Rokeby. The
main  road  to  Neasham  is  reputedly
haunted by “Hob Headless”, but he is
not  able  to  cross  Kent  Bridge  into
Neasham itself.

Turn left up Strait Lane and after about
75 metres right into Timmys Lane. At
the end pass through a 5-bar fieldgate
on your left and go immediately right
across  two  paddocks  to  a  stile.  Bear
left  to  cross  over  a  footbridge  then
right  along  a  path  parallel  to  the
stream.  After  the  next  stile  go
diagonally  left  across  the  field  to
another stile, cross it, turn left, and in a
short distance arrive at Neasham Road.

Cross the narrow road with great care
to  a  path  on  the  other  side,  and
continue  on  past Spring  Cottage  on
your left to a stile.

Next  to  the  stile  is  Neasham  Spring
which still  provides clean water, now
only  to  livestock.  Neasham  Springs
Farm was built in 1895 as  a  part of

the Lloyd Pease
Estate.

Pass  the  pond
on  your  right
and  walk  the
edge path along
the next field as
far  as  a  bridge
with stile over a
ditch.  Continue
along  the  next
field  edge,  turn
left  over  a  stile
before  the  end,
pass through an
enclosure  then
turn right  along
the access track
for  Neasham
Springs  Farm.

Walk  the  1.5 km  back  to  Neasham,
passing  glasshouses,  and  turn  left
along the street.

The Fox and Hounds  takes  its  name
from the Hurworth Hounds set  up at
Neasham  Abbey,  1799.   A  stone
marked  “JP 1887”  set  into  the  wall
next to the notice board opposite the
pub  is  all  that  remains  of  another
public  pump  commemorating  Queen
Victoria‘s  Jubilee.  Major  floods
occurred  in  Neasham  in  1753  when
only one house was left standing, and
again in 1771, 1968 and 1995, but the
floodbanks have recently been greatly
improved and strengthened.

Walk  north  along  Dibdale  Road
towards  Middleton-St-George.  Turn
left  down  a  drive  at  the  second
footpath sign to pass a house. Follow
the path through the edge of a wood to
a stile  at  the end,  cross  and  go half-
right then up the grassy slope. Bear left
over a stile to avoid Cold Comfort Farm
then keep in the field to the left of a barn.

At  a  stile  aim  half-right  across  an
undulating pasture to a track into the
next field. Where the track ends, cross
a stile by a double fieldgate and turn
left along the hedge to another gate.

No.7: Neasham & Hurworth Moor

he walk starts at the crossroads at
the east end of Neasham village.

It  uses  good tracks  and  paths,  which
are  sometimes  muddy,  through  the
pleasant countryside to  the north and
west and passing through the village of
Hurworth.

T

The name “Neasham” comes from the
old AngloSaxon “Naes” meaning nose
or  headland.  The  ornate  ‘shelter’ at
the  start  of  the  walk  was  a  pump-
house,  a  gift  to  the  village  by
Rowland Ward, whose coat-of-arms is
seen on the wall.

Distance: 10 km  (6 miles) 
Time:  allow  3½  hours 
Standard:  easy,  fairly level 
Transport:  bus to Neasham 
Refreshments:  Neasham, Hurworth 
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Do not pass through this gate but turn
right instead down the field edge, cross
a bridged ditch and turn left to a stile
alongside  a  gate  leading  into  Birch
Carr  Plantation.  Cross  it,  and  about
60 metres  through  the  trees  the  path
bears right along the edge of the wood.
Go over a stile next to a facing gate,
then  30 metres  further  on,  turn  left
through another gate.

Continue half-right  over  a  rough
grassy field, cross a ditch into a patch
of  hawthorn  scrub  and  within  a  few
metres  you  will  reach  a  handsome
wooden  footbridge.  Cross  it  and
continue uphill by the hedge on your
left to reach Low Maidendale Farm.
Go over a stile, through a paddock to
the left of the farm, and over another
stile  to  emerge  onto  a  farm  track.
Ignoring the bridleway going away to
the left, continue along the track for a
few hundred metres until it swings to
the left around East Flat Plantation.

Leave the track at this corner to take a
path  half-right  which  then  crosses
three arable fields and passes close by
a  clump of trees  before  reaching  old
Salters Lane.

In bygone times salters used this lane
to  bring  salt  on  pack-ponies  from
coastal salt-pans at South Shields and
Greatham for preserving meat over the
winter months.

Turn left for a short distance to reach
surfaced  Burma  Road  and  walk  past
the  impressive  wrought-iron  gated
entrance to Hurworth Moor House. At
Neasham  Road  turn  left,  and  in
75 metres take the signed path on the
right.  Pass through six fields to enter
Hurworth between high fences.  Make
a left fork into Minster Walk, turn right
into Emerson Road and when it swings
left go straight on towards the church,
bearing  right  then  left  past  Coach
House, emerging onto the main street
next to Church View Garage.
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