
                              

Pilmore  Hall  was  built  in  1867  by
Alfred  Backhouse,  a  banker.  The
cricket  pitch  was  laid  out  by  Lord
Southampton,  the  owner  in  the  early
20th century, then in 1947 The Order
of  St. John of  God bought  Rockcliffe
Estate  and  converted  it  into  a
hospital. It  was  bought  in  1996  by
Middlesbrough FC as a training ground.

Follow a hedge on your right, exit an
enclosed section onto Blind Lane and
carry on. Fine views unfold over fields
and woodland towards  Hurworth,  the
Tees, and the distant Low Hail Bridge.
Going down the lane watch for a stile
on the right,  descend to the left-hand
field corner, then a right turn leads to
a  lovely  riverside  rest  stop  in  the
Ring Field.

The Ring Field may have got its name
from  fairy  rings  of  toadstools  found
there  or  it  may  have  been  used  for
wrestling matches. "Hurworth" means
"wood by the water" and weaving as a
cottage industry flourished in the 18th
century.

Return to the corner stile and enter a
narrow lane rising between cottages to
a  gap.  Turn  right  to  the  green,  left
across  its  end,  then left  as far  as  the
memorial.

Cross  to  the  Spar  shop,  walk  up  the
left of Roundhill Road for 400 metres
to turn left at a footpath sign and signs
for  Glebe  View and  Hill  Top Farms.
400 metres  along  the  track  a  sign
directs you right over a stile by a white
gate.  Walk  north  now  through  a
succession of fields for 1.6 km to the
Darlington Bypass. 

Cross with  extreme  care,  go  along  a
small field and exit onto part  of  Snipe
Lane. Turn right        for about 20 metres
then left down               the drive of the
riding centre.                     As it swings
left take a                             stile on the
right to a                             narrow path
past  pens,                     emerging into a
field. Follow                the hedge to the
end and turn                      left over a stile.

Cross  another  stile  and  go  along the
edge  of  the  next  field.  Exit  over  the
stile at the end and turn right past the
end of Tasmania Cottages. 

A path  between  fences  ahead  passes
allotments  on  your  left  and  a  young
plantation, eventually  reaching a stile
in  a  security  fence  at  the  road.  Turn
left  through  the  narrow  tunnel  under
the railway, where Parkside leads to a
gate into South Park and a tree-lined
avenue returns you to the clock tower.

Opened  in  1853  as  Belasse  Park,
South  Park  was  the  first  public
recreational  park  in  the  north  of
England. It has trees planted in 1863
to  commemorate  the  marriage  of
Prince  Edward,  later  King
Edward VII, and for the coronation of
George V in 1911. The pitch-and-putt
course was a boating lake up to 1939.

No.8: South Park & Hurworth

rom  the  clock  tower  in  South
Park,   Darlington,  go  down  the

wide  path  to  the  main  entrance  and
cross  the  road  to  the  pitch-and-putt
course. Cross to the river and follow it
to the footbridge over the Skerne, but
do  not  cross.  A fishpass  constructed
here to allow fish to surmount the weir
is worth inspecting.

F

Distance:  13 km  (8 miles) 
Time:  allow 3½ hours 
Standard:  easy going,  fairly level 
Transport:  bus/walk to South Park 
Refreshments:  places in Hurworth 
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Follow the sweep of the river on your
right  to  a  farm  bridge  with  a  pipe,
cross then immediately turn left to pass
a  white  pipe  spanning  the  river.  Go
through the underpass beneath the A66
and  turn  right  along  a  narrow  path,
emerging  onto  surfaced  Snipe  Lane.
400 metres along, a Teesdale Way sign
directs  you  left  up  Stressholme  Golf
Club access  road,  and  where  it  turns
left  after 700 metres carry straight on
along  a  stony  track  between  hedges
then  follow  the  zig-zags.  When  the
track turns right, go half-left to reach
the access road to North Oxen-le-Fields.
Turn left for 100 metres then just short
of the farm turn right over a stile, cross
the  field  corner  to  another  stile  and
turn  right  again.  Follow  the  narrow
path  winding  between  the  trees  and
climb a stile into a field at the end.

Hell Kettles are away to the right but
are not well seen from here. They are
two ponds said to have originated in
1179  due  to  the  subsidence  of
underlying Magnesian Limestone, the
only  such  water  features  in  County
Durham  fed  by  calcareous  springs.
The area, now designated as a Site of
Special  Scientific  Interest,  contains  a
rich  assemblage  of  rare  and  local
wetland plants.

You may make a brief detour to visit
Hell Kettles with the kind permission
of   the   landowners,  Mr  & Mrs  Fell,
but leave the gate as you find it, open
or closed, and do not disturb the site
in any way.

Aim for  a  stile  by  a  gate  in  the  left
corner of the field then follow a track.
When it turns left into Oxen-le-Fields,
proceed across the grass to the access
road then to the A167. Turn left along
the  verge,  then  path,  into  Hurworth
Place. At the Comet Inn road junction,
turn left up the hill on the right hand
path.  At  the  very  top  turn  right  and
immediately cross  a  stile  onto a path
along the embankment of  
the main railway.

Where  this  emerges  into  Rockcliffe
Park, follow a diverted route to the left
and  right  which  then  crosses  to  a
fence,  followed  until  a  cross-track  is
met  in  a  corner.  Pass  through  a  gap
then  cross  half-right  through  the
parkland to a stile. Cross the surfaced
road  to  another  stile  and  go  forward
with a cricket pitch on your left, as the
path drifts to the right past a clump of
trees to a stile by a gate.
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